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By MARIANNE MEANS R 

N. Y. Journal-American Washington Correspondent 
With Hoarst Headline Service 

^WASHINGTON, Feb. 29. — 'President Johnson re- 
vealed .today that the U. S. has added its military' muscle 
a secret; inew jet which flies three times the speed of 
sound apd flies higher, faster and performs better than 
any other plane in the world. 

The President highlighted the — — — __ 

•development of the jet, called w .. , 

the A-ll, at his first live tele- ***** wa ? possiblc because of 
vised press conference. . major . dances in aircraft 

The President disclosed that * 
the new jot will fly over 2,000 coramcrciai 

miles an hour for long ranges at P ^* ' / „ j 

altitudes over 70,000 feet, al- may impoitant; 

though the plane’s specific per- ^ n ? a S r ^vL P °h r* 

fonnance is still classified, speed,. far exceeds that of thej 

ife said the dov&PiPfi&we^i For ReleaseC2fl£bl/fli2#Sl : CIA 
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By GEORGE CARROLL 

' N.Y. Journal-American Aviation Editor 

Development of the 2,000 mile- 
i an-hour A-ll, as announced yes- 
terday by President Johnson, 
holds the potential of tipping the 
Cold .War scales in favor of the 
, United States. 

| The plane would prove of im- 
mense value defensively by en- 
abling interception of enemy 
i nuclear bombers out over the At- 
lantic Ocean, the Arctic wastes, or 

anywhere else far from the Amer- 
: lean mainland. 

Why is this so important? 
Because if aircraft carrying 
! nuclear bombs were knocked down 
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had been reasons for taking and his party bore no ldenti- 
additional precautions and Ij fication numbers and there 
asked that the matter be carc-:' vas n ° Presidential seal on 

... . , bis craft. Three Air Force .let 

fully examined and handled fighters accompanied the hcli- 
entircly by Mr. J Edgdr Hoover coptcrs on the relatively short 
and the Secret Service. flight 

Mr. Johnson said both the Mr. Johnson’s landing site in 
FBI Director and the Secret Miami — a suburban golf course 
Service "worked cioscly to- — was not disclosed prior to his 
gether” on the security pro-, arrival and as his limousine 
blcm. | drove into the city, a helicopter 

“We followed the suggestions 
outlined, none of which I am 


.familiar with in any detail," 
he concluded. 

The White House refused to 


hovered overhead 

DIFFERENT JET 
Instead of using the custom- 
ary Presidential “Air Force 
One” plane, Mr. Johnson, his 


comment on a claim by the IT;;: "™“r* ““I 

.Miami Herald that, unusual sc-;f lfc ®, n< ? dau e h . tci .s ..flew 
jcurity steps were taken be- ,tQ ail<1 bact-ufmm Fi/wirta iw. 

; cause of the Cuban suicide pi- 
lot report. 

“We arc not going to com- 
ment on stories speculating 
about Thursday’s events,” 

Press Secretary Tierre Salinger 
told reporters. "The security 
arrangement taken were done 
for good and sufficient rea- 
sons. It is not in the national 
interest to discuss this matter 
further at tills time.” 

The Herald said the Secret 


to and back'ifrom Florida ini- 
one of three Boeing 707 Air’ 
Force transports, -i 

None was marked with the- 
Presidential seal. Thus no out-- 
sider would know which was? 
the Johnson plane. Identifica-i 
tion marks had been painted) 
out. * 

One Air Force officer at' 
Andrews Air Force Base, Md.. 
said after the President’s 
return early Friday that it was 
the first -time he , had ever seen 


wings. 


i.i-- 


«T Cd f wc f foj B mihtary airpra ft without its 
an 6 agent might try « f]ash number .. for tdenfciflca , 

nianr U T T f r ' Jo ' in ' on s , tion either on. the fuselage or 
plane as it traveled from 1 ■- - 

Jacksonville to Miami. 

The Secret Service also was 
told, the Herald said, that the 
agent might try to shoot down 
the President's jet transport 
! with a ground-to-air missile. 

The Secret Service in Miami 
and Secret Service sources In 
Washington deified receiving 
such a tip. 

; It was noteworthy, however, 

'that both Secret Service Chief 
[James J, Rowley 'and Gerald. 
i Bchn, head of ; the White! 

[House detail, both accom-l 
panied the President on his 
less than 21-hour Florida trip 1 ' 
over Thursday and Friday. ■ J 
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SEVERAL PRECAUTIONS 

A number of unusual se- 
curity precautions were ob- 
served during Mr. Johnson's 
stay in Florida. 

I The White House declined 
1 to release the hour-hy-hour 
schedule of his activities in 
advance of his departure from 
Washington on Thursday. 

When he made an un- 
scheduled stop at Palm Beach ; 
to visit the ailing Joseph P.j 
Kennedy, father of the later 
President, Mr. Johnson uncx-l 
pectcdly switched from* his jetj 
to helicopter to complete the 1 
trip to Miami. 

The three Army helicopters 
which carried the President) 


over the United States, the fon-e 
of the erhsh might detonate the 
warheads with disastrous results. 

Commercially, development of 
this supersonic transport (SST) 
means that the United States may 
he prepared to “so for broke” in 


the international race to put: Bomarc a.r domnse mhsiies. 
into the air the fastest pas- One of the hs.es is located 
scnger-carrying aircraft. . Westhampton Beach. Lj, and 

' At present, the British- ( another is Maguire Air Force 


French entry into the commer 
cial speed race is the Concorde, 

' ta.pable of doing 1,150 miles-an- 
liour. 

The Russians arc reported to 
have developed a commercial 
plane capable of traveling 1,560 
miles an hour. If this country 
succeeds in putting its 2,000 
mile-anrhour beauty into the 
air. we will be far ahead of our 
. competitors.' 

KEY IS TITANIUM 

The key o development of 
the A-ll is the use of titanium. 

This is a metal alloy harder 
than stainless steel and capa- 
ble of withstanding heat up to 
: 2,000 degrees fahrenlieit. 

A plane traveling 2,000 miles 
an hour at altitudes of 70,000 
feet would generate intense i: nips, 
heat-heat approaching the p 
3.000-Uegree-mark— because of 
: friction created - by its 
speed. 

Titanium has one drawback, 

: however. It is difficult to 
'process. 

And this more than any- 
thing can probably account 
[for the relatively slow progress 
in developing the A-ll. 


Base near Ft. Dix, N.J.. 

RANGE IMPORTANT 

The Bomaic has a range of 
between 300 and 400 miles, it 
appears, then, that with the 
11 capable of travels. -a r.OOO 
mph, the Defense Qrpa.i merit, 
is ready to gi.c if priori,.? over 
the Bomar •n.v-hc. 

The. J-tf, » oginr v liicb will 
I power tl.o A- 1 i has b<' , 'n dcvel. 
oped by (he TraH- Whitney Di-: 
vision of (hr. United Aircraft! 
Carp. The. r.v.iti act was award-: 
cd to' Fratt .Whitney for devel- 
opment of the J-5f> in August, 
1 359. Even then. Defense De- 
partment officials said the en- 
gine was capable of operating 
at three times the speed of- 
sound — approximately 2.0CO 


It was Pralt-Whitncy which 
hieh - 3l ’° dRvel °P f< 5 .the J-57 — the- 
s s engine used to power America’s 
i lI- 2 "spy plane.” 


READY FOR FLIGHT? ! 

. It appears now, however, 
.(hat the A-ll is almost ready 
to go airborne. Why else would 
• the White House suddenly lift 
| the -veil of secrecy .surrounding 
■the A-ll program after keep- 
ing it under wraps since 1959? 

A further indication that, 
i t h e supersonic interceptor 
may ( be operational in the near 
"future is contained In the De- 
fense Department’s plans for 
-the later part of 1961. 

!r As things now stand, the de- 
I’partment plans to close live 
.bases that are armed with 
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